All aboard the BLAP Bus! 
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CHILDREN on the Leys will 
be able to travel safely to after 
school activities, thanks to a 
new minibus service. 

The Blackbird Leys 
Adventure Playground 
(BLAP) previously organised 
a minibus for children from 
Pegasus School, and has now 


offered the same service to 
pupils at Windale. 

From February, children 
from Windale will be able to 
access the minibus and travel 
safely from school to the 
adventure playground. BLAP 
offers a safe environment 
where parents and carers are 


assured their children will be 
secure until they are collected 
at the end of the session. 

The after school activities 
at BLAP include many 
healthy outside activities. 
Children can use the zip wire, 
trampoline or hanging bars 
or play organised sport on 


the Orchard Meadow Field. 
When spring comes there will 
also be gardening sessions. 


Inside there are arts and crafts, 


games and a chance to sit and 
chat over toast or other snacks 
and maybe even cook. 
Parents with children under 
eight and in year three who 


want to use the Dovecote 
should contact BLAP. If 
enough parents want to use 
the minibus it may be possible 
to arrange this as well. 

Sue Price from BLAP said: 
“We are grateful to Cllr Linda 
Smith for encouraging this 
venture with a grant to help 
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cover the costs.” 

Cllr Smith said: "Blackbird 
Leys Adventure Playground 
is a fantastic option fparents 
who need after school 
childcare for their over eights 
or just want to keep them 
active and away from the 
TV for a few afternoons a 
week. I'm really pleased to be 
supporting the new minibus 
service which will pick up 
children from Pegasus and 
Windale schools and make 
BLAP easier to use for more 
local families." 


How to 
use the 
minibus 


PARENTS with children 
aged eight or over who 
would like to join the 
minibus must visit or phone 
BLAP on 01865 236646 and 


let them know on which 
days the children will be 
coming to BLAP. 

Children then go straight 
to their school office at 
3.15pm where they will 
be expected, and then be 
directed on to the minibus. 

Parents then pick children 
up from BLAP by 5.30pm. 
The cost for a session at 
BLAP including snacks is 
normally £1.50 but for those 
coming on the minibus the 
cost is £2.50. 
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EDITOR'S 
LETTER 


JANUARY is a strange month. 
The weather is not really 
conducive to doing anything 
other than snuggling down 
and drinking copious 
amounts of hot chocolate, but 
after all the excesses of the 
festive season, we all need 
to get out and start enjoying 
the fresh air and get some 
exercise! 

If you are lacking 
inspiration and need a bit 
of get up and go, one of 
our writers Beth Speich has 
been extolling the virtues of 
Spindleberry Park, and in this 
issue gives us lots of good 
reasons to get out there are 
and enjoy the great outdoors. 

In other news we are really 
pleased to see the official re- 
opening of the Agnes Smith 
Advice Centre, by MP Andrew 


PLANS FOR MORE 
PARKING ON THE 
LEYS 


OXFORD City Council is applying 
for planning permission to build 
ten new parking spaces on the 
existing grass verge in Jasmine 
Close as part of its Great Estates 
program of improvements. 

Cllr Linda Smith said: “Parking 
is a huge issue for residents 
especially around Jasmine Way 
so this will be welcome news as 
residents have been waiting for 
some time for these spaces to be 
built.” 


Smith. This is a valuable and 
very well used resource on 
the Leys, where the staff work 
tirelessly to help and support 
local people. You can read 
more about this on pages 5. 

The story about the flat 
renovations that are planned 
for the tower blocks across 
Oxford are still high on the 
local news agenda, and in 
this issue our reporter Richard 
Chidwick has a chat with one 
local resident about how 
the changes might impact 
on her, her family and her 
neighbours. 

We hope you enjoy 
reading this issue of your 
local community newspaper. 
Please get in touch with us 
with any stories, photos or 
comments. We always love to 
hear from you. 


Best wishes 


Sarah 


CALL FOR BATON 
TWIRLERS! 


THE Strawberry Fayre 
Majorettes hold weekly 
classes in the Barn, 
Nightingale Avenue, Greater 
Leys. Eileen Filer, who runs 
the group would like to 
start up a tiny tots group 
for children from the age 
of six. Children who take 
part will have the chance 
to learn cheerleading and 
baton twirling and dance. 
For more information email 
eileenfiler143@btinternet. 
com or ring 01865 717781. 
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Control the trees 


in the Leys 


By George Scotland 


THE COUNCIL'S tree policy 
has been reviewed following 
complaints from people living 
in the Leys. 

City Councillor, Linda Smith 
raised concerns to the City 
Executive Board who agreed 
that the tree policy should 
be reviewed and suggested 
that there needed to be some 
changes. 

The Board members 
agreed that there needed to 
be a balance struck between 
environmental considerations 
and measures taken to ensure 
that wishes of residents 
regarding nuisance to their 
property was being taken 
seriously. 

Cllr Smith has been invited 
to join a working commitee 
of councillors which will liaise 
with the City Executive Board 
about the proposals who will 
have to agree that they are 
adapted as the new policy. 

Leys News reported last 
month that overgrown trees 
in the local area needed to 
be kept under control as they 
have been affecting the quality 
of life for residents and tenants 


on the estate. Many of the 
trees were planted in the 1950s 
when the estate was new and 
have not had any work carried 
out on them since. 

Local residents have seen 
the trees as a continuing 
problem which have led 
to issues such as branches 
overhanging their gardens, 
blocking out light, dropping 
leaves and bird excrement 
onto drives and cars. 

By joining the committee 
Cllrr Smith will push for real 
change. She said: “I will be 
pushing for our new policy to 
respect the advice of our tree 
officers on how to best care for 
the mature trees in Blackbird 
Leys, and also accommodate 
the wishes of residents.” 

Cllr Smith also spoke about 
keeping the area ecologically 
friendly while keeping the 
residents happy. 

She added: “One of the 
things residents love about 


City Councillor, Linda Smith 


living in Blackbird Leys is being 
surrounded by green open 
spaces and well-kept parks. 
The mature trees on the estate 
are magnificent and we are 
lucky to have them. I am not 
proposing anything that would 


of greenery on the estate, 

but there are a few instances 
where trees are getting too 

big for their setting and need 
tree surgery so that they can 
continue to grow in a way 
which dosen't cause a nuisance 
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to people living close by.” 

Cllr Smith will meet with the 
other committee members to 
discuss what needs to be done 
going forward. 


YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES 
m PARISH COUNCIL 


Chairman: Gordon Roper. Vice Chair: Ann Booker. 

Non-position holders: Peter Carter, John Dillon, Chris Hatton, Daniel 
Jones and Pat Stannard. 

For further details telephone 07754 271831 (9am—5pm, Monday to 
Friday). Email bblparishcouncil@gmail.com 

Also check leysonline.net to find out about Parish Council Meetings. 


EŒ OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 
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Surgery: Every third Friday at the Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre from 3pm. 
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Victory at Portsmouth for United 


A PACKED Fratton 
Park saw Oxford United 
beat promotion rivals 
Portsmouth 1-0 at the 
weekend. The winning 
goal was scored by Jordan 
Bowery when he came 
off the bench to make his 
debut for the club, just days 
after signing for United. 

In the Sky League Bet 
2 match, more than 2,000 
Oxford United fans travelled 
to Portsmouth, and made 
up a crowd of 17,840 to 
witness United's latest win. 

Saturday's win eased 
United clear of the teams 
outside the automatic 
promotion, and their next 
game will be at home to 
Blackburn in the fourth 
round of the FA Cup this 
coming Saturday. 


Photo by Darrell Fisher. 
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Flat renovations in Leys 


met with mixed response 


By Richard Chidwick 


TENANTS and lease holders in all five of Oxford's 
high rise flats are being hit with potential 
payments following Oxford City Council’s plans 
to renovate the properties. 

The city council's Housing Department has 
said the plans will definitely be going ahead 
in all the flats. It is not yet known exactly how 
much the refurbishments will cost, but flat owner 
Lauraine Dineen is concerned for her neighbours. 

Lauraine said: “There are a few lease holders in 
each tower block who could be hit with a big bill. 
lam luckily not a lease holder.” 

“I'm excited about the end stage because of 
the new windows, and better insulation. It’s not a 
cold flat but a new heater will mean we can keep 
the radiators low and yet keep the flat warm. | will 
also be getting new windows that are a lot safer 
than my current ones that are unlockable and 
unsafe especially around my children.” 

“I've lived here for five years now and | like it 
here, and the renovations when they are finished 
will be a real improvement.” 

The council will be applying to the Property 
Chamber of HM Courts and Tribunals Service for 
a determination on what works are reasonable to 
charge for and what a reasonable charge is. It has 
also offered leaseholders a range of repayment 
options to help them settle their bills. 

Lauraine added: “I don’t know the exact figure 
but if the payments for planned refurbishments 
are not made the council could potentially own 
30 percent of a flat, at least that’s what I've heard 
from my caretakers.” 

“I'm also really worried about the sprinkler 


system that could help to put out a fire. 
Apparently they could flood the flats in literally 
five minutes if an alarm went off, so | hope that it 
doesn’t happen if | burn a piece of toast. 

“lam guessing it may add value to the flat 
once you've bought your flat, and you are 
responsible for your up keep. | just would not 
want to be a leaseholder, if you refuse you could 
end up in court and we would struggle if we had 
this money to pay back!” 

In a statement, the city council said: “The 
repairs include works to the communal structure 
of the blocks; over-cladding and additional 
insulation; replacement of windows; new heating 
systems; upgrading of the communal electrics 
and fire safety systems, and refurbishment of 
lifts.” 

“The council will also carry out works beyond 
its obligations under the lease to improve the 
grounds, car parks, fencing, landscaping, and 
front entrances. Leaseholders will not be asked to 
contribute to the costs incurred on these works. 

When completed the repairs will extend the 
life of the flats by a minimum of 30 years, improve 
energy efficiency by reducing heat loss, cut fuel 
bills, reduce fire risk, and increase the value of the 
properties. The quality of life for residents will 
also increase with the improved look and feel of 
the tower blocks.” 


E What do YOU think about the planned 
renovations? Please email editor@leysnews. 
co.uk and let us know. 
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Flat owner Lauraine Dineen is concerned for her neighbours. 


By Stella Gathenya 


DO YOU KNOW? Have you heard? 
Early education for two year olds 

is a government initiative scheme 
that was started to help provide 
affordable childcare for two year olds 
whereby eligible children are entitled 


to 15 hours a week of funding. 

According to government officials, 
early education for two year olds 
could, ‘give children crucial support 
that could make a difference of 
how well they do at school and 
beyond.’ Good quality education 
is a significant benefit to a child's 
development. 

Pegasus and Windale schools, 
are two of the centres that offer 
this opportunity to families in the 
Blackbird and Greater Leys area and 
is commonly referred to as 2 by 2s. 
Pegasus boasts a smart looking new 
building that was completed in the 
autumn of 2014. It is spacious and 
child friendly with lots of educational 
toys. Windale on the other hand has 
seen itself grow from having only 
8 places to currently being able to 
accommodate 64 children. 


Early years education 


for two year olds 


The day starts with meet and greet 
whereby the children congregate 
and get the chance to share whatever 
ideas they may have or share with the 
others some of the exciting things 
they have been up to since the last 
session. 

The group however, has a free flow 
policy whereby the children have 
access to the garden for most of the 
session, toys are not only restricted 
to the indoors as they are allowed to 
take them outside with them if they 
so wish. 

This approach is so that the 
children get the chance to discover 
themselves at their own pace. 

Each child is assigned a key person 
who from the very start keeps a 
track record for them. This means 


the teacher can identify specific 
individual targets and try to reach 
them at the child’s pace, in a fun, 
gentle, kind and supportive manner. 
If a child has any trouble settling 
straight away the parents would 
be phoned to collect the child or 
arrange for the individual to have 
shorter sessions until they are able to 
settle. 

The teachers also strive to develop 
good relationships with parents 
by communicating regularly. This 
promotes family links as parents have 
the opportunity to be up to scratch 
with how the child is doing at school 
by also accessing their record every 
week. This way they can exchange 
ideas on how to help the child both 
at school and home in order to 


maintain consistency. 

A mid-morning healthy snack 
is also offered every day. Regular 
trips to the library are arranged to 
encourage reading and is a way for 
the group to get involved with the 
community. 

There are other trips in which the 
parents can come along and have a 
chance to explore with their children 
and watch them learn, such as the 
zoo. The staff often have meetings 
with an advisory teacher from the 
Cuddesdon Corner Children Centre 
to discuss what they can do to 
support families with two year olds in 
the estate. 

In an interview with Miss Karen 
Hopkins, leader of the 2 by 2s she 
said, ‘we are really lucky to be 


able to have two centres that offer 
the scheme in this area. We have 
employed two members of staff from 
the estate who have done a level 2 

in childcare. We are also proud to say 
that Pegasus recently achieved an 
outstanding award from an ofsted 
inspection; that means we must be 
doing something right.’ 

If you are interested in joining 
you can phone in to either school 
on Windale 01865 777796, Pegasus 
01865 777175 or email Karen Hopkins 
the Twos leader on Karen.hopkins@ 
blackbirdacademytrust.org. 

To register, you will need your 
child's birth certificate and proof of 
address. 

Those who do not qualify for 
the funding can still bring their 
children along at a fee of £16.50 per 
session. Alternatively you can also 
visit the Oxfordshire County Council 
webpage where you can find all the 
information needed. 

As a parent whose child has been 
to the 2 by 2s | can attest to the fact 
that the teachers are really lovely, the 
scheme has helped with my son’s 
independence, social skills as well 
personal overall development. 


E: mail@leysnews.co.uk T:01865 711756 
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y Richard Chidwick 
ANDREW Smith was present 
with Agnes Smith Trustees and 
staff to cut the orange tape and 
reopen the newly refurbished 
Advice Centre. 

The Agnes Smith Advice 
Centre is based on 96 Blackbird 


Leys Road, Blackbird Leys, and 
was re-opened by East Oxford 
MP Andrew Smith on Friday 8 
January. 

The centre provides 
independent advice for the 
local community and the 
improvements will allow an 
extra office on the premises 


as well as a lick of paint and 
wooden flooring. 

Andrew Smith said: “The 
Agnes Smith Advice Centre 
is crucial because a lot of 
people who need advice and 
support use it. There is pressure 
regarding benefits and tax 
credits as well as personal 


AGNES SMITH ADVICE CENTRE 


Ha 
New 


Year! 


STOP PRESS 

Starting in January we will have 
an extra money advice drop- 

in session ona Wednesday 
morning (10am-12pm) at the 
Centre. 

At the Agnes Smith Advice 
Centre, we are here to help and 
support you. Our advice is free, 
independent and completely 
confidential. 


Money Advice 

Struggling with debt? We offer 
advice on all personal debt: 

@ Are you under pressure to 
pay back credit card debts or 
payday loans? 

@ Are Bailiffs hounding you? 
@ Are you struggling with rent 


Agnes Smith Advice Centre 


arrears? 

@ How will you manage to pay 
back benefit overpayments? 

@ Are your utility (gas, electric, 
water) bills out of control? 

@ Do you need a Debt Relief 
Order or help with bankruptcy? 
We can help you whether you 
have one debt or many, small 
or large. Don't struggle on your 
own; seek advice before you 
reach crisis point. 


Benefits 

Worried or confused about all 
the talk of benefit reforms? Let 
us explain how the changes will 
affect you. We help on a wide 
range of benefit issues: 

@ Advising you which benefits 
you are entitled to 

@ Helping you complete 
benefit forms 

@ Challenging decisions for 
you. 


Legal issues 

We run a free legal advice clinic 
for a wide range of other issues. 
For example, our lawyer can 
give guidance on small claims 
in the county court, consumer 
problems, personal injury 


96 Blackbird Leys Road, Blackbird Leys, OX4 6HS. 


Telephone: 01865 770206 


asac.reception@agnessmith.co.uk 


claims, wills and probate. 
We are here to help you 
at any stage and we are just 
around the corner. If we 
can't help you ourselves, we 
probably know who can. 
Come to one of our weekly 
drop-ins for a short session with 
an adviser. 
At the Centre: 
@ Monday 10am-12pm 
@ Wednesday 10am-12pm 
(money advice only) 
@ Friday 10am-12pm 
At the Farmhouse: 
@ Tuesday 10am-12pm 
@ Thursday 10am-12pm 
Or drop by our reception 
anytime or telephone 
on 770206 to book a full 
appointment. 
Our legal advice clinic is 
once a fortnight and is by 
appointment only. 


crisis to make sure this centre 

is here for the community. In 
my constituency office | work 
closely with the centre, bearing 
in mind the cuts from central 
government and implemented 
changes to the benefits system 
there is going to be more and 
more need for this advice 


Send email to 
bblparisnhcouncil@gmail.com 


Advice Centre 
re-opened by 
Andrew Smith 


centre. Therefore, dealing with 
rules of the systems means 
people are uncertain, and 
people can approach the centre 
about debt, as well, which is a 
crucial function of the advice 
centre.” 

Kate Griffin, trustee and 
co-chair of the Agnes Smith 
Advice Centre said: ‘Oxford is 
often thought of as an affluent 
city, but many of its residents 
face real problems such as 
unemployment, debt and with 
their housing. Places like the 
Agnes Smith Advice Centre 
are really important in helping 
people understand the options 
open to them, and all the 
more so at a time when the 
Government is making changes 
to tax credits and benefits.” 

Clare Charleson, Manager of 
the Centre said: “At the Advice 


Blackbird Leys 


Parish Council 


Tuesday 23 February, 7pm, 
in the Jack Argent Room, BBL Community Centre. 


Parish Councillors 
Gordon Roper (Chair), Ann Booker (Vice Chair), Peter Carter, 
John Dillon, Chris Hatton, Daniel Jones and Pat Stannard. 


For further details telephone 
07754 271831 (am-—5pm) 


Centre we see hardship in the 
local community every day. It's 
really important that people 
who face difficulties with their 
housing, benefits or debt have 
somewhere to turn. Taking 
advice early can also help stop 
problems getting worse. The 
changes we are making in the 
Centre will help give space for 
us to train more volunteers in 
order to increase the amount of 
advice we can offer to people 
who need it.” 


E The Agnes Smith Advice 
Centre reception and 
telephone lines are open 
Monday - Friday from 9.30am 
-5pm 

Telephone: 01865 770206 
Email: asac.reception@ 
agnessmith.co.uk 


eF 


Blackbird Leys 


Parish Council ~ 


For further details of Parish Council news, meetings, minutes 
and other activities in Blackbird Leys please go to the 
community website: 
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ADVERTISEMENT HOME ENERGY VISITS 


Free Energy Saving 
advice tailored to suit 
you and your home 


OXFORD City Council has 
recently launched a campaign 
to help its tenants save money 
and keep warm this winter. 

If you are a council tenant in 
Blackbird Leys you are eligible 
for a free home energy visit from 
Jackie (right), one of Oxford City 
Council's new Energy Advice 
Officers, to help you save money 


and keep warm. asl 
Whatis a home energy visit? 7 | 
The visiting energy officer 


Love your clothes and give 


them a new lease of life! 


Second hand and vintage <lothes sales 


Pe : 
= a on i Case Study 
° terer naertake an assessmen M d Mrs Smith of Blackbird 
Practical NUS Ors - learn how to ofthe building tosee what Le ehaduhomevistthon 
: ii energy efficiency measuresare Jackie to find out how th 
sew, repair and a apt your old clothes required, e.g. loft insulation. ao OREO d 


could stay warm and save 
money on their bills this 
winter. During the visit Jackie 
discovered the house was well 


@ Evaluate your energy use and 
advise on what you can do to 
reduce your energy use and stay 


warmi. i insulated, she asked about the 
@ Look at your energy billsand heating and hot water, and also 
discuss the best energy tariffs looked at Mr and Mrs Smith's 
and eligibility for a £140 Warm 


Compered by Rich from Kine SEs. 


BS HIRE 


f energy bills. 
“aot Homes Discount. Mrand Mrs Smith admitted 
— a i i @ If you have high energy bills thatth ey simply hadn't got 
= g . C x and/or debt issues, Jackie will around to checking which was 
F u C refer you onto a designated the cheapest energy tariff, and 
fea J service by the Citizens Advice the energy visit was a prompt to 
5 4 Bureau (CAB) offering specialist Consider switching to a cheaper 
debt support. 


tariff. During the visit, Jackie 
also discovered that Mr and Mrs 
Smith would be eligible for the 
Warm Homes Discount, which 
would entitle them to £140 back 
from the energy company; this 
is something they had never 
previously heard of so they were 
very pleased to discover they 


How will you benefit? 

@ You may be able to significantly 
reduce your energy bills, often 
switching supplier alone can 
save hundreds of pounds. 

@ Jackie can help find the most 
appropriate tariff(s) for your 
particular situation. ror 
@ Gain a greater understanding Were eligible. 


Oxford Town Hall ji 
of how the heating system and The visit also prompted Mr 


Thursday 10 March 2016 12-6pm a controls work: a 


@ Improve your comfort and 


i i B warmth and reduce the riskof t0 find out whether this may 
www.recycleforoxfordshire.org.uk/refashion i) ee sve ihien same moneyon thel 


WI @recycle4oxford #refashionoxford Mi ReFashion Oxford . ® Advice, support and guidance Water bills. 
> ps on dealing with energy E To book an appointment 
= payments and debt. with an Energy Advice Officer, 
S| AAA call 01865 252372 
: CITY Anyone whois acounciltenant W For more information email 
COUNCIL can benefit from ahome energy energyadvice@oxford.gov.uk 
visit from the Council. 


WANT TO ADVERTISE 
IN LEYS NEWS? 


To discuss your advert email John at advertising@leysnews.co.uk or call 01865 711756 
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A’ Leys CDI 
Community 
Christmas 
Event 


By Marsha Jackson 


THIS was a successful community 
dinner supported by the Lord Mayor, 
City Council, GreenSquare, Catalyst 
and Andrew Smith MP, The Oxford 
Foodbank, Nisa and local businesses 
who provided gifts for people who 
attended. 

On Christmas Eve the Leys CDI staff 
and Trustees prepared the Feast for 
the big day. Eleven volunteers from the 
community and various community 
organisations were on hand to make 
sure the day went smoothly doing 
various tasks from running the quiz to 
making the soup starter. 

Fifty two came to eat, ten 
housebound people had dinner 
delivered to them and thirty meals were 
delivered to people at Lucy Faithfull 
House. You could feel the Christmas 
community spirit in the air. The Leys CDI 
would like to thank everyone involved 
for making it a terrific day. 


ADVERTISEMENT 
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Social and Political Studies 
By Jane Yates 


Social Work 

Trade Union Studies 

Youth Work and Community Development 

Writing for Performance (includes Creative Writing) 


AFTER the Christmas tree and ma s a 
decorations go down the house 1 i te k Health Professions (preparation for Nursing, Midwifery, Physiotherapy) 
seams a dull place. So to add ez Eo Social Science (preparation for Social Science, Social Work 
a bit of a light feature that can i oria and Youth Work and Community Development) 
cheer a corner up the whole - 
year. i , 4 (evening classes available) 
You need a lidded jar, os Preparing for Further Study 
Health Professions 


battery operated lights, 
and a stick on butterfly (sold 


by amazon as a set of 12 fora Poe 
pound). i . | 
Simply place the lights in ~~ ae r ae Business and Enterprise 
the jar, stick the buterfly in and Fada si . Equality and Diversity 
close the lid. = Social Psychology 
Sociology 
Happy New Year all x x 
(up to Level 2) 
Maths 
English 


For more information call Hannah on 01865 759604, 
email enquiries@ruskin.ac.uk 
or visit www.ruskin.ac.uk and click on the Courses @Ruskin tab 
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OXFORDSHIRE AFFORDABLE WARMTH NETWORK 


Keeping people warm 


OXFORD City Council is working with 
Oxfordshire Affordable Warmth Network 
to provide funding routes for energy 
efficiency improvements. This will save 
money for eligible residents within 
the City, and help vulnerable residents 
keep warm and healthy. Coordinated 
by the National Energy Foundation, this 
partnership opens up the advice service to 
residents across Oxford City. 
Householders can find out how 
to stay in control of their energy bills 
through upgrading their heating systems, 
insulating their homes, changing their 
energy behaviour and accessing financial 
assistance. It is recognised that there 
are health benefits to maintaining 
temperatures of 180C to 210C and we all 


Fifteen 


Shades Of 


Grey 


By Jane Yates 


in places. Like most women | hated it 


know that we are currently experiencing 
a warmer winter than usual, but sadly an 
increasing number of residents are still 
falling into fuel poverty. 

Residents can call the Affordable 
Warmth Helpline for free impartial advice 
on 0800 107 00 44 and to quickly check 
eligibility for financial help. Although this 
is targeted to those likely to be struggling 
with energy bills, there is no eligibility 
criteria to contact this service, and anyone 
may call for advice. An email helpdesk is 
also available at awn@nef.org.uk for those 
residents preferring to email queries. 


and well this winter 


Bureau, Age Concern and the Clinical 
Commissioning Group. The steering group 
sets the direction of the network, making 
sure the information is being given to 
those most in need. 

The network is funded by Oxford City 
Council, Cherwell District Council, South 
Oxfordshire District Council, Vale of White 
Horse District Council, West Oxfordshire 
District Council and Oxfordshire County 
Council. 


E The Affordable Warmth Helpline, 
0800 107 0044, is available Monday to 


The network across Oxfordshire is led by Friday, 9am to 5pm. 


a steering group consisting of Oxfordshire 
County Council, Oxford City Council, the 
four District Councils, Citizens Advice 


IT IS SO NICE to see a story that is 
empowering older women to be 
natural and to be bang on trend and 
with hardly any cost. Grey hair is in 
fashion, not only with Julianne Moore 
who plays President Coin in The Hunger 
Games: Mockingjay. 

Japan is leading the way with grey 
hair for younger woman with the sale 
of anew grey hair mud product that 
turns younger woman and men’s hair 
fashionable grey. They look very striking 
and steampunk which is also huge in 
Japan. 

However going grey is still a huge 
challenge for English woman, as at the 
hair dressers there are no short cuts 
(excuse the pun). 

A hairdresser in the UK can’t just dye 
your hair grey. | met a young lady in her 
twenties who had grey hair and she told 
me she had bought London Blonde 
bleach and then blue shampoo rinse. 
However, | tried this but after £30 spent 
on hair products and weeks of trying it | 
just stayed bleach white. 

| had been dying my hair since the 
age of 13 and it was in poor condition 
and had been getting thinner and 
thinner and even started to fall out 


when it started to show the grey roots. | 
applied more and more and the colour 
looked horribly false. 

So one day | decided | would get it 
cut right down to the grey part. Nerve 
racking to say the least, as | am nota 
fan of very short hair and had not had 
it cut that short since | was 15. But I am 
glad that | did as my hair was in great 
condition underneath. It was like when 
you move into a house with an old 
carpet and you clean the carpet and try 
and make it look nice, but then you take 
it up and underneath it is a fabulous 
polished wooden floor and you wonder Ma 
why you had put up with the carpet for 
so long. 

So here lam a year and several 
haircuts later and still loving my grey 
hair. 

You need to use blue rinse shampoo 
as it stops your grey hair going a brass 
colour. You can get this quite cheaply in 
discount. For the top of the range rinse 
you can buy BC Excellium products 
which you can get from hairdressers. 
| tend to use London Blonde which is 
around £6 from Boots. 

So going grey is a real head turner and | 
have had some awesome compliments 
on social media, so | thought I would 
share my story with you. 


FASHION 
ON THE LEYS 


SPRING SHOP 
SORTED 


By Jasmine Beaney 


AFTER months of the cold and gloomy winter season, this 
year's Spring fashion trends will lighten up your closet in no 
time! By adding floral patterns, jewel-toned colours, mixed 
prints and a casual elegance into your look, you can do it like 
this. 

It's the time of the year where all the gorgeous new 
season clothes start coming in and hitting the racks on the 
highstreet, preparing us for warm weather ahead. It can only 
do nothing but to inspire me to shop, shop and shop. 

As we come out of the season of heavy jumpers and 
woolly socks, we are welcomed to a warm paradise of 
colourful, light clothing with the features of bright lip 
colours, off the shoulder dresses and shirts, tie-dye clothing, 
bold statement bags, 70s mini skirts and not forgetting the 
trend of high wasted this season, slouchy, low rise trousers 
are going to be big. 

Nothing says Spring more than a floral pattern dress - 
matched perfectly with some laced up wedge sandals and a 
shimmery eye to pair with a bold lip. Delightful. 

Neutral clothing for spring is also at the top of my 
must-haves. Although floral patterns and stripes can look 
beautiful, I just love how much colour you can add to a 
neutral top to fit more into the season. Neutral colours will 
also go with anything, which can make putting an outfit 
together for the day so easy. 

Don't forget that the 70s is coming back for this year's 
spring. A great way to complete the look is with a bright, 
primary Lego coloured bag hanging neatly by your side 
- “mini is more” this season. Pair this with a neutral toned 
top and a wavy hair look and you'll be blossoming through 
spring. 

To emphasise that 70s feeling even more, add some long 
lashes into your look and section parts of your hair into mini 
plaits and your inner hippy will emerge in no time. 

The trick for Spring is to either have plain clothing and 
colourful accessories, or colourful clothing items with a 
minimum of accessories — both will create a just as stunning 
look as each other! 

Remember, you can be as bold and colourful as you want! 
Make yourself feel, and look good for the sunny, warm days 
ahead. 


1. Striped top by New Look 

2. Autograph moisture colour lipstick by Marks and Spencer 
3. Eyelet Boho Blouse by Very.co.uk 

4. Curved saddle bag by Marks and Spencer 

5. Tan suedette skirt by SimpleBe.co.uk 

6. Black heel lace ups by New Look. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


An Affordable Warmth 
Network Promotion 


Promotion ends 31 March 2016 
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Are you eligible? 
Call now to see if you are eligible for grants up to £2,500 
for energy efficiency improvements in your home 


We may be able to offer you: 
Boiler replacement 
Loft or cavity wall insulation 
Draught-proofing works 


Contact the dedicated Freephone Affordable Warmth Helpline: 
(9am - 5pm Monday to Friday with answerphone service) 


0800 1070044 E:awn@nef.org.uk 


Building a world-class city for everyone 


SHARE THE LOVE THIS 


TELL US YOUR LOVE STORY, MESSAGE YOUR LOVED ONE 
OR NOMINATE A COUPLE TO WIN DINNER FOR TWO AT 


Igor 


ON SUNDAY 14TH FEBRUARY AT 7PM 


WINNER WILL BE DRAWN 2PM ON SATURDAY 13TH FEB 
ENTRIES MUST BE 18 AND OVER + WE HAVE A SPECIAL PRIZE FOR UNDER 18'S 


| 


TEMPLARS SQUARE 
aa coping Centre 


www.templarssquare.com 
129 Pound Way, Cowley, 
Oxford, OX4 3XH 

Tel: 01865 74886 
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A war-time classic 
of duty and desire 


FLARE PATH, from one 

of Britain's most popular 
twentieth century dramatists, 
comes to the stage at Oxford 
Playhouse from Tuesday 2 to 
Saturday 6 February. Based 
upon Terence Rattigan’s own 
experiences as a tail gunner, 
and taking inspiration from 
the Britain all around him, this 
World War 2 production was 
written, set and staged in this 


momentous and turbulent era. 


Set in 1942, RAF Pilot 
Teddy Graham and his new 
wife Patricia face unexpected 
challenges; her old flame, 
Hollywood idol Peter Kyle 
returns trying to win back 
her heart, whilst a dangerous 
mission is thrust upon Teddy. 
When love, fear, bravey 
and duty fight for Patricia's 
attention, who will make the 
ultimate sacrifice? 

From the brave who 
fought on land, air and sea, to 
those loved ones left behind, 
Flare Path sheds light onto a 
generation of people ready to 
sacrifice everything for their 
country, families and for each 
other. Rattigan paints a vivid 
and moving portrayal of the 


conflict between duty and 
desire, with even Winston 
Churchill himself declaring he 
‘was very moved by this play’. 


E Tickets for Flare Path 
at Oxford Playhouse 
start from £11.50 and are 
available from the Ticket 
Office on 01865 305305 
or book online at www. 


oxfordplayhouse.com 


E Date: Tuesday 2 to 
Saturday 6 February 
Time: Tue to Thu and Sat 
eves: 7.30pm | Fri: 8pm | 
Thu and Sat mats: 2.30pm 
Tickets: £11.50 to £27 | 
Discounts available 

Post show talk: Wed 

Age guideline: 12+ 
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Bingo Friendship 


F 


Bingo Club Committee: Lorna Stonehill, Christine Sellers, David Stonehill, Gill Taylor and Ann Ranger. 


including soup and roll, biscuits, 
tea and coffee. 

Bingo Club member Ann 
Ranger said “It is not just about 
the bingo but it is a way for 
people to get together, socialise 
with their friends and have some 
fun. And we always welcome new 
members to the club” In addition 
to the bingo the club arranges 


trips and days out. This year they 
are planning two full day mystery 
coach tours and will also be 
arranging other social events. 


THE over 60s Bingo Club has been 
running at the Blackbird Leys 
Bowls Pavilion since October 2014 
and now have over 40 members. 
The Club meets on a Wednesday 
from 12.30pm to 3pm and is 
growing in popularity. Not only 
do members get a chance to play 
games of bingo but for a small 

fee of £1they also have lunch 


E To find out more contact 
Ann Ranger on 01865 430504 
or David Stonehill on 01865 
777074. 


CALLING ALL SPORTSMEN 


AND WOMEN! 


Would you like your sporting achievements 


featured in Leys News? 


Email us at editor@leysnews.co.uk or call 01865 711756 


Oxford Sports and Social Club, 
Romanway, Oxford, OX4 2RY 


Tickets from the social club. Tel 01865 770163 


Boxing Starts 2.00pm. 


Thanks to Mrs 
Hall of Greater 
Leys for sending 
this. At 6372 she 
is our oldest 
entrant so far! 
Mrs Hall's prize 
is on its way. 


Send us your 
drawings/ 
paintings for a 
chance to see 
your artwork in 
the next issue 

of Leys News. 
The creators 

of any pictures 
shown will 
recieve a prize. 
Please include 
your name and 
address. If under 
16, please include 
your age and 
name of a parent 
or guardian. 
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Asmall problem 
with education 


TO BEGIN with, | will say that 
we all know that there are many 
issues with every education 
system. | am not going into an 
in-depth discussion or debate 
on funding or the issues that 
adults discuss when it comes to 
faults in the education system. 
lam a teenager, therefore I'll be 
giving you what teenagers think 
is wrong. (And to everyone's 
shock, it is not homework.) 
Here's what I'd like to know. 
I'd like to know when I'll need 
to pay taxes. I’d like to know 
what taxes are, at that. Id like 
to know about those random 
things that are against the law 


OK SO I THINK it's time for my 
New Year status. 

The time has come a brand 
new year has approached us 
full of fresh opportunities and 
blessings. This year we all need 
to focus on how we can enrich 
our lives. We have all been 


MEG’S TEEN 
CORNER 


Meghan McCaule 


that no one makes movies 
about because they are not as 
interesting as murder. I'd like 
to know about job interviews 
and student loans, | would 
like real information on drugs 
and alcohol and their effects 
rather than half an hour of a 
police officer standing in front 
of our class telling us that weed 
will ruin our lives if we are 
not extremely careful and all 
teenagers get peer pressured 
into drinking seventeen shots 
of vodka and will consequently 
get alcohol poisoning and die 
(occasionally true of course, 
but the more realistic picture 
is more of a ‘no, get your own 
fruit flavoured beer‘). 
Basically, I'd like to know 
about the ‘real world’. Things 


MONICA’S 
MOTIVATIONAL 
MOMENT 


placed on this planet to make a 
mark in history, we are capable 
of achieving the unbelievable, 
so trust in yourself and be a 
little reckless. 


We were not born with 


safety nets, we were born with 
brains, and we control how 


Volunteers 
invited to explore 
their wild side! 


THE Story Museum is looking for 
volunteers to explore their wild side 
and help create the museum's new 
exhibition for 2016 — Animal. The new 
exhibition, which features a series 

of immersive spaces exploring the 
role of animals in stories, is being 
designed by some of the UK's leading 
artists. The museum is now on the 
lookout for members of the public 
who would like to volunteer their 
time and skills to help bring the 
exhibition to life. Sophie Hiscock, 
Communications Manager said: “This 
is a fantastic opportunity to play a 
part in creating a unique exhibition 
that will inspire and amaze visitors 
from across the UK and beyond. If 
you're a DIY whizz, handy with a 
sewing machine, or feel at home with 
a paint brush in your hand then we 
want to hear from you!” 


that may actually help in the 
future. 

But did you know the 
pituitary gland in the brain 
controls the hormone ADH? 
And I could give you a 
perfect definition of the word 
homeostasis, if you like. Of 
course | know nothing about 
banking or how to manage 
money in any way once | 
start earning, but | know nine 
mathematical formulas off by 
heart. 

So, teachers, every so often, 
please give us the occasional 
useful life lesson. Don’t get me 
wrong, | love writing essays on 
the character development of 
Lady Macbeth but a little bit 
of preparation for the world 
would be much appreciated. 
And no, it isn’t just me, taxes 
are a mystery to many, many 
teenagers. Then again, | 
remember just a few weeks ago 
someone asking me if Poland 
was a country, so perhaps there 
are a few more little problems 
with our education. 


we choose to train it. So allow 
your brain to be taught how to 
overcome last year’s struggles, 
and how to succeed when 
future opportunities arise. As 
for me, I've not made a New 
Year's resolution. I've made a 
life resolution to myself. 

And that is to continue to be 
the blood and the veins that 
keeps my foundation beating 
and positively demolish any 
opportunity that crosses my 
path. I am undefeatable and so 
are you #trainyourbrain. 
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With contributions from an 
impressive array of writers and 
artists, including Michael Morpurgo, 
Piers Torday, S F Said and Oxford 
authors Philip Pullman, Geraldine 
McCaughrean, Tom Moorhouse and 
Katherine Rundell, Animal traces the 
roles that animals play in some our 
best-loved tales from Aesop's Fables 
to The Wind in the Willows, War Horse 
to The Last Wild. 


E Members of the public interested 
in volunteering should contact 
Duncan.saunders@storymuseum. 
org.uk or call 01865 790050 for 
further information. 


E Animal opens to the public 
Saturday 13 February 2016, and 
will run until September 2017. 


Is your child struggling at school or do 


they need a boost to improve their grades? 


English - Maths - Reading - Science 
Ages 5-16 

Oxford Education Centres-the only tuition centre 

in Oxford staffed by fully qualified teachers 


Amazing * 
Value! 
ACT NOW 


Call for a FREE assessment on 01865 402950 or visit 
www.oxfordeducationcentres.com 


FREE COURSES AT BLITZ 
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AUDIO 
BOOK 
REVIEW 


A Night in with Audrey 
Hepburn 

by Lucy Holliday 
Narrated by Anna 
Parker-Naples 


Reviewed by Jane Yates 


THIS is perfect listing for a night 
in on your own with wine and 
snacks! 

It is marvellous to listen to an 
audio version of this book as you 
can just lie back and listen as the 
very talented and marvellous 
Ann Parker-Naples brings all the 
characters and the story alive. 

The thing that | liked best 
about this story, is that the 
protagonist Libby Lomax is such 
a normal sounding ordinary 
woman who is flung into an 
extraordinary situation of 
meeting the ghost of Hollywood 
screen actress Audrey Hepburn. 

We start the story off when 
Libby is much younger and she 
meets her two future best friends 
while auditioning along with her 
sister. 

Libby’s sister is a bit of a 
difficult personality, and along 


with her mother and estranged 
father, you feel glad that Libby 
has such good friends. 

This story has many LOL parts 
to it, and if you like Bridget Jones 
you will love this story as it has a 
similar vibe to it. 

This is a great and cleverly 
crafted story. The scene | enjoyed 
the most was the one where 
Libby accidentally sets her 
costume and half of her hair on 
fire, while trying to impress a 
hunky actor by smoking. He then 
forever refers to her as fire girl 
and takes more than a passing 
interest in her. 

Great story and Anna's magical 
narration gave me many happy 
hours of listing. | recommend this 
audio book and give it five stars. 


LEYS CDI CLOCKHOUSE PROJECT 
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Healthy 
Cookery on 
_ a Budget 
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budget in 2016. 


Nearly ready! Local resident Ron Harris at a previous cookery workshop. 


Workshops 


OVER-50S living on the Leys are warmly invited 
to book for two FREE cookery workshops in 
Greater Leys this month. 

The sessions are on Tuesday 9 February and 
Tuesday 23 February, both from 10 am to 1.30 
pm. With help from a tutor, participants will cook 
and eat a delicious, healthy and good-value meal 
together. There'll also be plenty of tips and ideas 
for planning and eating well - and healthily - on a 


Fun and practical, the workshops are organised 
jointly by Leys CDI Clockhouse Project and 
community cookery project Relish, with funding 
from Oxford City Council. 

All welcome - including those with little or no 
cooking experience. Due to space limitations, you 
need to BOOK in advance. 


E Please contact Sally Meachim, Leys CDI 
Clockhouse Project tel: 395908. You can book 
for either or both sessions. 


FILM 
REVIEW 


Haunting 
and 
Fascinating 


By Lauraine Dineen 


IF YOU'RE like me, the NETFLIX 
series Making A Murderer has 
trapped you, chewed you up 
and spat you back out into a 
colder, crueler world where 
nothing will ever be the same. 
It is an infuriating, haunting and 
fascinating look into the justice 
system that will make you 
want to crawl into your TV and 
punch a lot of people. 

Obviously there are two 
sides to every story, but | do not 
have time for that. | prefer to 
consume my news in one sided 
documentary form and quickly 
jump to my own conclusions. 
Preferably conclusions which 
are spoon fed to me by people 
looking to make a profit. 

If you don’t have NETFLIX 
or have not yet had a chance 
yet to watch, I have taken the 


liberty of nutshelling it all 
below for your reference. It is 
a story everyone must hear in 
order to be properly paranoid. 
The most routine traffic stop 
can turn into life in prison in 
the blink of an eye and you are 
going to need to know what 
to do when the police plant a 
dead cat in your car. 


Episode 1 

A woman called Penny 
Beernsten is on holiday and is 
raped and beaten on the beach 
while jogging. The wrong man, 
Steven Avery, is convicted 

and spends 18 years in prison. 
Then in 2003 DNA is invented 
and they realize they made a 
mistake and let him out. 

NOTE: Avoid all physical activity 
while on holiday. 


Episode 2 

Steven Avery insists the police 
knew he was innocent from the 
get go and unleashes Kill Bill- 
style vengeance in the form of a 
sensible, warranted lawsuit. But 
just when he starts to get some 
traction, dead girl bones are 
found in his back yard. Things 
get real. 

NOTE: If you're in prison 
because you've been framed 
by an entire police department, 
when you are let out you run far 
far away and never look back. 
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Episode 3 

Brendan is Steven's learning 
disabled nephew and 

is coerced into giving a 
confession that makes no 
sense, or backed up by, you 
know, any evidence. Everyone 
goes to prison. 

Jodi, Steven's girlfriend 
promises us she “Ain't going 
nowhere”. Thank God for Jodi. 
She’s the only one in this whole 
show whose hair doesn’t hurt 
my eyes. 

NOTE: Brendan can’t hear 

you, no matter how loud you 
scream at your TV to try to help 
him. 


Episode 4 
Brendan’s lawyer, a smirking 
idiot with glasses, tricks 


Brendan into giving a written 
statement. He is later sacked 
but the damage has been 
done. Jodi leaves us. She was 
our everything and now she’s 
gone. Brendan misses Wrestle 
Mania. His Dad tapes it. 
NOTE: Jodi is a damn liar. 


Episode 5 

The trial starts and Teresa's 
(the deceased girl) beady eyed, 
shaved head ex-boyfriend 
takes the stand and is 
obviously guilty because, you 
know - beady eyes and shaved 
head. 

NOTE: Never book a second 
date with someone you believe 
could be capable of shooting 
you in the head then throwing 
your body into a fire. 


Episode 6 
A bloody bullet, which was 
found in Steven's garage, is 
presented as evidence. A 
bloody bullet found four 
months after the previous 
searches. A bloody bullet 
found by the police 
department which was 
ordered to stay away from 
crime scene because, you 
know, they framed him before. 
On a side note, this evidence 
was presented by a woman 
who is a compilation of 
everyone and looks like she 
was mean in school. Well guess 
what, Sherry! | don’t care about 
your “evidence”. 
NOTE: Just kidding please 
invite me to your birthday. 


Episode 7 

A car key found in Steven's 
bedroom is presented as 
evidence. A car key found in 
plain sight months after the 
previous searches. A car key 
found by the exact policeman 
who was not supposed to be 
there because he was directly 
linked to framing him before. 
NOTE: Previous assumptions 
that anyone with a northern 
accent is inherently 
trustworthy are false. 


Episode 8 
Everyone is conspiring secretly. 


Steven is found guilty and 
sentenced to life in prison 
despite any believable 
evidence or speck of blood 
found anywhere on his 
property. 

NOTE: There's always someone 
out there having a worse 
Tuesday than you. 


Episode 9 

Brendan is guilty as well, 
despite any physical evidence 
and severe inconsistencies in 
the story police instructed him 
to say. But no one is surprised. 
We all knew that was coming 
after this rubbish show. 

NOTE: No one ever should 
watch this documentary. 


Episode 10 

We're all learning how to move 
forward with the lives we've 
been dealt. We have a new 
girlfriend - she’s no Jodi but 
she'll do okay. Oh and P.S. the 
lead prosecutor in the case was 
fired due to sexually harassing 
his domestic abuse clients but 
we're not surprised. He was 
creepy and has a feminine 
voice. No one seems to care or 
willing to re-open our case. 
NOTE: The system is broken, 
and poor people accused of 
crimes are royally screwed. 


E: mail@leysnews.co.uk T: 01865 711756 


Thanks to Oxford Brookes University for sponsoring this page. 


If you are interested in studying at Oxford Brookes please call Sobia Afridi on 01865 484826 
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® Celebrating 12 
years of nurse 
~ education in 0 


THROUGHOUT 2016, Oxford 
Brookes will be celebrating 125 
years of nursing education in 
Oxford with a host of public 
events and activities to mark 
the occasion. 

The celebrations, in 
partnership with local health 
trusts in both Oxford and at the 
University’s Swindon Campus, 
will include a series of lectures, 
sponsored by Health Education 
Thames Valley, social events, 
exhibitions and fundraising 
activities all of which will be 
open for everyone to get 
involved in. 

Dr Liz Westcott, Head of 
the Department of Nursing at 
Oxford Brookes said: “We are 
very excited to be celebrating 
125 years of nurse education in 


ord 


“This decision was 
considered a watershed 
moment as it placed Oxford 
ahead of most other nursing 
education centres in England 
by opting for degree-level 
education. In 1989 traditional 
nurse training was replaced by 
a four-year degree in nursing 
and The School of Nursing 
came into existence at the 
former Oxford Polytechnic, 
now Oxford Brookes.” 

More information about the 
celebrations for 125 years of 
nurse education in Oxford and 
programme of events can be 
found on the Oxford Brookes 
website (nursing. brookes. 
ac.uk/125-years). 


Oxford. The early beginnings 
of a formal nurse education 
in Oxford started in 1891 at 
the old Radcliffe Infirmary on 
Woodstock Road. 

“There is so much rich 
history from this time and key 
developments, for example, 
it wasn’t until the 1920s that 
national training rules were 
introduced, in 1941 the first 
dose of penicillin was given 
intravenously in Oxford to 
aman at the Radcliffe and 
perhaps most importantly 
for us, in the mid-1980s, 
discussions were first had 
about the future development 
of a nursing degree for Oxford, 
and the transfer of nursing 
education from the NHS into 
higher education. 


Tackling adversity: The 
Oxford Human Rights Festival 


THIS month, The Oxford Human 
Rights Festival is back at Oxford 
Brookes raising awareness 

of human rights and conflict 
through the arts. 

The culture packed festival, 
which will run from 10 to 14 
February, brings together people 
of different backgrounds to 
highlight a diverse range of 
issues impacting the UK and the 
world. It will feature a selection of 
films, animation, drama, music, 
talks and workshops organised 
by students from Oxford 
Brookes’ Development and 
Emergency Practice and Applied 
Architectural Design Masters 
programmes and BA Film Studies 
students. 

Katie Reilly, one of the 
students organising this year's 
festival said: “In the midst of 
numerous crises hitting the 
world in the last year, such 
as high-intensity conflicts, 
growing refugee camps and 
climate change, we have worked 
together to curate a hard-hitting 
and diverse programme themed 
around adversity. 

“The festival will take viewers 
on a journey highlighting 
issues of women in adversity, 
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POSTGRADUATE 
COURSES: 

A PATHWAY 

TO SUCCESS 


A postgraduate qualification 
from Oxford Brookes can 
help you to develop your 
career, pursue a passion, 
or build the knowledge and 
skills to get you back into 
the workplace. 


NUR AN 


Find the course for you at 
www.brookes.ac.uk/ 
postgraduate 


environmental adversity and 
climate change, the perils of 
fleeing from adversity and 
adversity closer to home, 
particularly housing and poverty 
issues in Britain.” 

The centrepiece of this 
year’s festival is an exhibition 
entitled Women in Adversity: 
contemporary and traditional 
crafts as a source of hope 
and income. The exhibition, 
which will be on display in the 
University’s Glass Tank gallery 
until 19 February, features 
handcrafted pieces made 
by women all over the world 
including The Palestinian History 
Tapestry made by women in 
refugee camps in Gaza, and the 
Keiskamma Tapestry illustrating 
the life of the people of the 


Eastern Cape of South Africa. 

Another highlight of the 
festival will be a screening of He 
Named Me Malala; a powerful 
documentary about Malala 
Yousafzai’s awe-inspiring journey 
after being shot in the head after 
campaigning for the education 
of girls in Pakistan. Brookes will 
welcome special guest Ziaddin 
Yousafzai, Malala’s father who 
will introduce the film. 

The Oxford Human Rights 
Festival is a free festival 
open to everyone with all 
events taking place on the 
University’s Headington 
Campus. A full programme 
of events can be found on 
the festival website (www. 
oxfordhumanrightsfestival.net). 


OXFORD BROOKES 
OPEN LECTURES 


Free and open to all - enjoy our programme 
of high-profile speakers, diverse topics, 
ideas and insights. 


To see what’s coming up, or to book a place, 
visit www.brookes.ac.uk/events 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Reach new customers in your 
local area with a Leys News 
Classified ad. 


Advertise your business from 
as little as £10 per issue (when 
booking for 12 months). 


To book your space ring John 
on 01865 711756 


ELECTRICIANS 


Calvin Pennant 
71 Long Lane, Oxford 0X4 31N. 
%@ 07960 328170 


Hawtin Electrical 

07811 401279 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 


COMPUTERS 


Friendly Computer Support 
01865 469069 

& 07884 318 464 
efaria@gmx.co.uk 


CLEANING 


Molly Maid 
Oxford. 
01865 327361 


CARERS 


Acquire Care 
Oxford Science Park, 0X4 4GP. 
2 01865 338050 


CHILDMINDING 


Arar Childminding 
T 07417 439520 
ararchildminding@gmail.com 


FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, 0X4 7EX. 
T 01865 775849 


Dominos Pizza 
57 Between Towns Road, 0X4 3LR. 
@ 01865 777137 


Cafe Spice 

98/98a The Parade, Rose Hill, OX4 4HX 
2 01865 747575 
info@cafespiceoxford.co.uk 


Papa John’s Pizza 
80 Rose Hill, Oxford, 0X4 4HS. 
T 01865 402050 


Spice Box 

Unit 16, Chiltern Business Centre 
Garsington Road, 0X4 6NG 

T 01865 395999 or 712800 
Pizza Hut 

3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, 

0X4 4HS. 

@ 01865 236116 

Pizza Polo 


34 Cowley Rd, Littlemore, 0X4 4LD. 
01865 425630 


FLORISTS 


Joe Austin 
174 Cowley Road, 0X4 6NQ. 
01865 792037 


The Garden 
99—100 The Market, 0X1 3YD. 
01865 240709 


Acorn Nursery 
Stadhampton, Oxford. 
01865 891663 
Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, 0X1 SAR. 
4% 01865 326066 
Pathway Workshop 
Dunnock Way, 0X4 7EF. 
01865 714111 
Wyevale Garden Centre 
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford. 
01865 326066 


LITTLE STEPS CLOTHING 
Children / babies fashion 
clothing at low prices. 
Littlestepsclothing.co.uk 


Start your own business 
with Neals Yard Remedies. 
T Katie 395960 
kches2001@yahoo.com 


HAIRDRESSERS 


Hair & Body Shop 
Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, 0X4 4XP. 
01865 775817 


Beyond Hair & Beauty 
94 Blackbird Leys Rd, 0X4 6HS. 
01865 778709 


Spirit Hair Design 
01865 777515 
spirithairdesign@gmail.com 


PERSIA HAIR DESIGN 
Professional, experienced in threading 
eyebrow/full face. Beauty treatments, 
holistic therapy and hairdressing 

20 Florence Park Rd, Cowley, Oxford 0X4 
3PH 

T 01865 777059 
www.persiahairdesign.co.uk 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


Phyllida Chappell 

Holistic Therapist. 

1 Forget-me-not Way, 0X4 7ZD. 
T 01865 749220 
phyllidachappell@yahoo.com 
www.holistictherapistoxford.co.uk 


Bathe in Beauty 

The Ozone Health and Fitness Club, 
Kassam Stadium. 

01865 335300 
www.batheinbeauty.co.uk 


Lisa's Beauty and Tanning 
T 07887296583 
www.facebook.com/ 
LisasbeautyandTanning 


PLUMBERS 


Roy Barrett 
154 Herschel Cres, 0X4 3TY. 
T 01865 242641 


Safe Heating & Plumbing 
37 Druce Way, 0X4 61). 
T 01865 772303 


Hanson's Plumbing & Heating 
22 Hawthorn Close, 0X2 9DY. 
T 01865 244172 


PROPERTY 


We can E10, morel 
3.6 4 bedroom houses UAGLNTE 


needed] Wie willl rert or buyi 


Difficulty selling or renting? 
Wanta fast sale at near market price? 
Solutions for properties with little or 
@ Call Marilyn on 
01865 308067 
or 07990 630 332 
70A Hollow Way, 0X4 2NH. 
T 01865 597029 
Air Link Oxford 
Regus, 7200 The Quorum, 0X4 212. 
T 01865 406070 
WINDOW CLEANERS 
Taylors Windows 
Greater Leys. 
T 01865 773486 
photography event coverage. We 
specialise in weddings, portraits and 
product photography. 


no equity, refurbishment work taken 
E: marilyn@soloassist.co.ok 
24 Vicarage Close, 0X4 2NH. 
MRF 
E: chibuzor.egbuniwe@gmail.com 


Problem selling or renting your 
on. Whatever your circumstances 
TAXIS 
T 01865 434040 
37 Green Hill, 0X4 7UD. 
ZORDEL PRODUCTIONS 
T 07951 996902 


residential or rental property? 
there may be a solution for you. 
ABC 
Oxford Cars 
T 01865 777889 
Videographer available for video and 
W: www.zordelproductions.co.uk 


The Dystonia Society UK welcomes you to join us 


Our meeting dates for Spring 2016 are as follows: 


16 March 2016 (AGM) 


We meet in the Conference Room level 3, from 2pm until 5pm at The John Radcliffe Hospital, 
Headley Way, Headington, Oxford. OX3 9DU. 


For further information please contact Chairperson Lorraine Jackson. 


T 0845 899 7134 


(all calls are charged at 5p per minute plus your network rate) 


E: info@dystonia.org.uk 
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WHAT'S ON IN THE LEYS 


ADVICE 


EŒ Agnes Smith Advice Centre 

96 Blackbird Leys Road. Gives free 
independent and impartial debt advice 
and counselling. 

Drop-in sessions: Mondays, 10am—12pm 
and Fridays, 10am—12pm. 

Also in the Farmhouse, 

Tues and Thurs, 10am—12pm. 

T 01865 770206 


E Young People's Jobshop 

Every Wednesday, 1.30—3pm at the Early 
Intervention Blackbird Leys Young People 
Centre. Ages 16-19. 

Speak to an advisor for FREE one-to-one 
advice. 


E Leys Job Club 

Free support for anyone who would like 
help with learning or training, or would like 
to consider a new job, or taking up work for 
the first time. 

Sessions are held at the Youth and 
Community Centre every Wednesday from 
10am—12pm. Just drop in. 

Other job club sessions are held in the 
children’s Centre, please call for details. 

T all or text, 0793 1400 108 


CHILDREN 


m New Baby Group 

Inc. Breastfeeding Café 
Wednesdays, 1pm-2.30pm at Leys 
Children’s Centre, Cuddesdon Corner. 
T Contact Mikko Enticknap for 
Baby Group and Camille Kalaja for 
Breastfeeding Café 

01865 773263 

E Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of activities 
and advice for young people. 

T 01865 772886. 

m BLAP Afterschool Club 

Outdoor and indoor activities for yrs 
8-13 in a structured environment. 
3—5.30pm. £1.50 per session 

T 07530933690 and 01865 236646 
blap76@yahoo.co.uk 

m Maluchy group 

For Polish speaking families with children 
ages 0—5 years. Second Saturday in the 
month, 10.15am—11.45am, at Children's 
Centre, Cuddesdon Corner, Cuddesdon 
Way. 

T Agata, 07874 187 704 

E Brownies 

Holy Family Church Hall. 

T Jennifer Pleass, 07886 757338 
bblbrownies@gmail.com 

E 35th Oxford Scout Group 

T Duncan Bowler, 

0776 6293353 


DOVECOTE AFTERSCHOOL CLUB 
Runs Tuesday to Thursday, 3.30— 
5.15pm, £1.30 per session. 

T 01865 712299 

and 07974 234661 


FREE courses at BLITZ 


m Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30—9.30pm at Sandy Lane 
West. Boys and girls ages 13 to 18. 

T 01869 259681 


E Mother and Toddler Bounce 
Trampoline Sessions suitable for 
mothers and toddlers held on 
Thursdays, 10.30—11.30am. Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre. 

T Fiona, 07891 419793 


m Strawbery Fayre Majorettes 
Training every Wednesday at the Barn 
in Nightingale Avenue, Greater Leys, 
6.30—8.45pm. 

T Eleen Filer, 01865 717781 


E Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4—5pm 

£1.20. For 14—18 year olds Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre 


E Rainbows 

For girls aged 5-7 years. 

Fridays during term time, 5.30—6.30pm, 
at the Holy Family Church Hall on 
Cuddesdon Way. 

Alexandra, 07804 500313 


E Air Cadets 

Mon and Wed, 7.30—9.30pm, 

Sandy Lane West. 

Boys and girls aged 12% to 20 years. 
T 01865 777055 
0c.2210@aircadets.org 


EDUCATION 


m Able Centre 

Cuddesdon Way. Free courses in Maths 
and English. 

T Nicky, 01865 7286 


BLACKBIRD LEYS LIBRARY 
Cuddesdon Way. 

Books, DVDs, audio books, use of 
computers for adults and children, 
photocopying etc. 

Opening times: 

Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am—12pm and 
1.30—5pm 

Tue: 9am—12pm 

Sat: 9.30am—12.30pm 

Friday Closed. 


T 01865 770403 


E The Oxford Community Choir 
Allwelcome. 

T Hannah, 07512 364367 
hannahsings@gmail.com 


E Irish dancing 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and Thurs, 5pm. 


E Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 
Cuddesdon Way. The Club is looking 
for new members. Open night every 
Thursday from 6pm. 


Improve your IT skills! Gain a Qualification! 
Improve your job prospects! 


Courses Include: 


T David Buckwell, 01865 881735 
or Gordon Roper, 01865 361047 


E Girls Football (15+) 
Mondays, 6.30pm. FREE. 

T Marc Fleckney, 07920 463623 
Mafleckney@gmail.com 


E Indoor Bowls Club 

Sandy Lane West. Club is looking for 
new members and invites men, women, 
boys and girls of all ages and abilities. 
T 01865 775891 

or email oxbowls1@yahoo.co.uk 


LEYS POOLS 

AND LEISURE CENTRE 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday: 6am—10pm 
Saturday: 6am—8pm 

Sunday: 8am—8pm 

Bank Holiday: 7am—8pm 

Pegasus Road, Blackbird Leys, Oxford, 
0X4 6JL 

T 0844893 3222 


OXFORD UNITED EDUCATION 
AND FOOTBALL ACADEMY 

Still spaces available for our 
Education and Football course for 
boys and girls aged 16-19. 

Please email Chad for more details. 
01865 336138 
chadwoollands@oxfordunitedlearning. 
co.uk 

www.oulfc.co.uk 


OLDER PEOPLE 


m Walking Football 

Oxford City FC, Saturdays, 10—11am. 
Waking football, does what is says on 
the tin! Football but no running allowed. 
£3.50. 

Anna McKay, 01235 849403 
annamckay@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 


m Monday & Friday Lunch Club 
Frys Court, 2 Nightingale Avenue, 
0X47WJ. 

T Anne Appleton, 422231 


E Over 60s Bingo Club 
Wednesdays 1-3pm 

Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 

T David Stonehill 01865 777074 
or Anne Ranger 01865 430504 
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Call us on 01865 806453 | 
(or drop in and see us in the 
Blackbird Leys Community Centre) 
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E: mail@leysnews.co.uk T:01865 711756 


E Skiptrix Fitness Class 

Get fit, tone and lose weight. 
Thursdays, 6.30—7.15pm at the Ark T 
Centre, Cowley. 

Satudays, 10—10.45am at the Barn, 
BBLeys. £4 per class. 

T Trish, 07957754355 
trishwisdom@yahoo.co.uk 


E Yoga For All 
Experienced Yoga teacher. 
@ Linda Highland, 01865 432570 


Œ ZUMBA Fitness Party 

Tues, 6.30—7.30pm at The Oxford 
Academy School, Sandy Lane West. 

T 07714 248177 zumbasarahoxford@ 
gmail.com www.zumbasarahoxford.com 


E The Listening Centre 

Counselling service based at Cuddesdon 
Corner Family Centre. 

T 01865 794794 


Welcome events for local over-50s 
New to the Leys CDI Clockhouse Project? 
Meet others at these FREE, friendly 
socials. Our community project is for 
everyone aged 50 and over, living 
anywhere on the Leys. We run lots of 
great, low-cost activities. Please tel: 
01865 395908 for details of next event. 


Over-50s advice 

FREE monthly, confidential, advice at 

the Clockhouse (benefits, debt, housing, 
consumer issues), with an adviser from 
Agnes Smith Advice Centre. Next one: 
Monday 29 February. Please book an 
appointment (tel: 395908): 10am—12pm, 
or drop in from: 12—12.30pm. 


Monday tea-time social for over 50s 
Social club for a friendly cup of tea 

anda chat. Scrabble and dominoes 

if you feel like a game — or just enjoy 
meeting and chatting with others! Every 
Monday, 1.30-3.30 pm (no session on 15 
February). £1. 


Age uk information drop-in 

Regular monthly sessions at the 
Clockhouse. Next one: Monday 29 
February, 2—3.30pm. If you are over 50, 
or are supporting someone over 50, and 
need help, advice or information, please 
drop in for a chat with a friendly Age UK 
community information worker. FREE. 


Dance for over 50s 
Move around the floor, dance seated, 


E Oxfordshire Mind 

Short courses, groups and other support 
are available for anyone with a mental 
health problem. To find out more drop 
in to the Cowley Wellbeing Centre in St 
James’ Hall, 26 Between Towns Road. 
T 01865 247788 


E Tai Chi & Qigong 

Class every Thursday morning 9.45— 
10.45am. Ark T Centre, Crowell Road, 
Cowley. £5 and £6. First class half price. 
T 07974185554 


E Rosewood Club 

for people with dementia 

Open weekdays, 9.30am—3pm. Providing 
a stimulating, enjoyable and social day 
while your family carer gets a well-earned 
break. £12 per day all inclusive, plus a 
transport charge if used. 

T To arrange an informal visit call Julie 
Perks 749349 or email 

rosewood @daybreak-oxford.org.uk 


E Survivors 

Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre, 9.30am—3pm. 
Aself-help group of people who use 

or have used Mental Health Services, 
working together to get support or to 
share experiences. Lunch available for £1. 
T 07729 581975 


NOTICES 


SOCIALIST PARTY 
MEETING 


Last Tuesday of every month at Leys 
Links Centre, Blackbird Leys Road. 
Starts 7.30pm 
T 0208 9888777 


THE LEYS WI 
Meets the first Wednesday of 
each month, 7.30—9.30pm, 
at The Clockhouse. 
T Sue, 07786158229 
E: theleyswi@yahoo.co.uk 


THE CLOCKHOUSE 
COMMUNITY CENTRE 


Our sessions are either low-cost or free, 
and all Leys over 50s are very welcome! 


or just watch and enjoy! No partner 
or experience needed. Next ones at 
the Clockhouse: Monday 1 February: 
LINE DANCE, 11am—12pm; Monday 22 
February: SAMBA, 11am—12pm. £2. 


Healthy cookery ona budget for 
over 50s 

Cook and eat a delicious good-value 
meal together, in the Barn, Long Ground, 
Greater Leys. People with little or no 
cooking experience especially welcome. 
Please contact Leys CDI Clockhouse 
Project tel: 395908 for more details, 

and to book your place. FREE (donations 
welcome). Dates: Tuesday 9 February 
10am—1.30pm and Tuesday 23 February 
10am-1.30pm. You can book for one or 
both sessions. 


Yoga for over 50s 

Seated/standing exercise, and relaxation. 
Great for better flexibility and balance. 
Beginners welcome. Tuesdays (no session 
on 16 February), 10—11am. £2. 


Singing for fun for over 50s 
Every Tuesday (no session on 16 
February), 1.30-3.30pm. This group is 


currently full — tel: 395908 to express 
your interest. 


Crafts group for over 50s 

Bring your own knitting, crochet, 
papercraft, or sewing and have a natter. 
£1. Every Wednesday, 11am—12.30pm. 


New! Seated exercise for over 50s 
Every Wednesday, 10—11.30am at Potters 
Court, Robin Place, Greater Leys, Oxford 
0X4 7FF. FREE. 


Tai chi for over 50s 

Seated/standing exercise to help you get 
more supple, and boost energy. Every 
Thursday, 10-11 am. £2. 


Gardening Club 

Monthly meeting of SLIGO (Senior Leys 
Independent Gardening Organisation). 
Adults of all ages welcome. You don’t 
have to be an active gardener. Next Club 
meeting: Thursday 4 February, 2—4 pm. 


Art group for over-50s 

Beginners welcome. Every second and 
fourth Thursday of the month, 2—4pm, 
at Potters Court, Robin Place, Greater 


LEYS COMMUNITY 
MARK 


The market is ideal for budding 
entrepreneurs, to sell home made 
goods like jars of delicious chutney, 
cakes, cards, soaps or jewellery, 

a place to develop a business. 


For more details or to book 
a place please contact 
leyscommunitymarket@yahoo.com 
or Christine, 07914 395619 


www.leyscommunitymarket. 
moonfruit.com/ 


Leys, Oxford OX4 7FF. On Thursday 11 
February, local art tutor Grant Waters 
will be on hand with tips and help. On 
Thursday 25 February, “Do your own 
thing” with watercolours, acrylics or 
sketching. Sessions cost £1 

Tel: 395908 for more details. 


Computer courses for over-50s. 
Learn at your own pace with the 
Clockhouse IT Project Group. Complete 
beginners welcome. FREE. You need to 
book. Tel: 395908. 


Evening socials 

Join Clockhouse Activity Nights Group! 
Adults of all ages welcome. £2 

Next meeting: Wednesday 24 February, 
7—9pm: BINGO. Tel: 01865 395908. 


Community gardening 

Adult volunteers of all ages needed, to 
help keep the Clockhouse garden looking 
beautiful in every season. Enjoy fresh 

air and good company, while doing 
something really positive for your local 
community. Tel: 395908. 


Rosewood Club 

Fun, sociable and stimulating days for 
people with dementia, and a break for 
their carers. £12 a day, includes a hot 
two-course meal, plus a transport charge 
if used. Open each weekday. Tel: 749349 
or email: rosewood@daybreak-oxford. 
org.uk for more details or to book an 
initial visit. 


E Long Ground, Greater Leys, 0X4 7FX (look forthe clocks onthe roof) %& 01865 395908 E: clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


LOCAL 
CHURCHES 


E Church of the Holy Family 

Eucharist: Each Sunday, 10am, with 
children’s activities. 

Timeout: Reflective worship. 

Most Sundays, 6.30pm. 

Church Office Hour: Mondays (except bank 
holidays) at 6.30— 7.30pm. For enquiries, 
hall bookings, wedding arrangements. 
Sunday 13 Dec, 3pm, Diocese of Oxford 
Deaf Carol Service (BSL interpreter.) 
Sunday 20 Dec, 3pm, Childrens Christmas 
Activity Service. 6.30pm, Carols by 
Candlelight. 

Christmas Eve,11.45pm, Carols and 
Midnight Communion 


Christmas Day, 10am, Family Christmas 

Communion 

T Revd Heather Carter, 01865 778728 

and Rev Adam Stevenson, 01865 714163 
www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


EŒ Redeem Christian Church of God 
Meets at theSacred Heart, Sawpit Road. 
Sunday Service: 2.30—5pm 

Bible study: Wednesdays: 6-8pm, 
except last Friday of month. 

T 07825 679044 and 01865 766056 
www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk 


E Leys Community Church 

Meets on Sunday, 11am at the Oxford 
Academy, The Library (includes special 
activities for children and young people). 
T Andy and Nicci Longmore, 01865 
779700 
www.leyscommunitychurch.org.uk 


E Chrisco Ministries 

Meets at Jack Agent Room at the BBL 
Community Centre, Sundays, 11am-2pm 
T 07533 845714 and 07737 564677 


E Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys. 
Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with music 
and children’s liturgy; and at 6pm. 
T 01865 776903 


E Christian Harvest Ministries 

Meets at the Jack Argent Room at BBL 
Community Centre, Sundays, 3-5.30pm. 
T Rev Alice Kinyanjui, 01865 701129 


E Seventh Day Adventist Church 
1A Chester St, off Iffley Road. 
Saturday first service: 9.45—11am. 
Second service: 11.15am—12.30pm. 
www-freebible.org.uk 


Œ Mount Zion Ministries Oxford 

Glow Hall, Blackbird Leys 

Community Centre. 

Sunday Service: 11am—1.30pm. 

All night prayers: Fridays, 7—9pm. 

Bible Study: Sundays, 1lam—12pm. 

T Rev Chris Ugwu, 07877 536406, 07932 
964056 and 07877 054600 

Email: mtzionoxford@yahoo.co.uk 
www.mtzionox.org 


E Kingsway International 
Christian Centre (Oxford branch) 


Sunday service: 1lam—1pm, 
children's church runs concurrently. 


Friday Prayer Meeting: 6-7pm. 
The Barn, Nightingale Avenue, 
Greater Leys, Oxford 0X4 7BU. 
T 07951262426 
admin@kiccoxford.org.uk 
www.kiccoxford.org.uk 
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BLACKBIRD LEYS 
COMMUNITY CENTRE 


@ Credit Union 

Community financial service for 
savings and low cost loans 
Opening Times: Mondays 
Tam—5pm, Tuesdays 7—-7.30pm, 
Wednesdays 10am—1pm, Fridays 
3—5pm 

T 01865 718503 


@ Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre is a Wi-Fi Hotspot 

To use the free Wi-Fi please select 
‘Oxford Free Wi-Fi’ 


@ Early Intervention Service 
Early intervention and specialist 
services for children, young 
people and families 

T 01865 816202 


@ Home-Start 
Family support charity for under 5s. 
T 01865 779991 


@ Soundworks 
Music studio and production 
T 01865 401585 


@ IT HUB 

IT Hub open access drop in 
sessions. 

Tuesdays 12-3pm 

and Fridays 9am—12pm. 


@ Job Club 
Wednesday 10am—12pm. 
T 07931 400108 


@ Leys CDI Youth Project 
After School Club and Arts Award 
Project, Mondays, 3.30—8pm 
Battlefield of the Mind (Young 
women’s project), Tuesadys, 
3.30-7.30pm 

Diversionary Project, Wednesdays, 
12-8pm 

Afterschool Club and Tech Fridays 
(starting in March), Fridays, 
3.30-8pm 

T 01865 395927 


@ LITZ 

IT courses and trainings for all 
abilities. Course details available 
in the Centre reception. 

T 01865 806453 


JACK ARGENT ROOM 
@ Silver Circle Bingo © Oxford Polish Association 
Tuesday afternoon, Bingo starts Mondays twice per month, 
at 2pm. 6—9pm 
T 01865 435954 T For dates contact Ewa, 07585 
442696 
@ Golden Circle Bingo 
Thursday afternoon, Bingo starts © FriendLeys 
at 2pm. Community coffee morning, 


T 01865 770626 


@ SR Oxford Survivors 
Self-help community group for 
over 16s. Fridays and Saturdays, 
10.30am—2.30pm 


£2.50, includes refreshments, 
Wednesdays, 10.30am—1pm 
T 07810 047819 


@ Blackbird Leys Choir 
New members always welcome. 


T Trish, 07824 644874 Wednesdays, 6.30pm—9pm 
T 07775 945279 
SPORTS HALL 
@ Boxing Club @ Kick Boxing and Kung Fu 
Juniors and Seniors. (Adults) 


T For details contact Tony, 
01865 432995 


@ GKR Karate 
Children (five Years to Adults) 
T Stuart, 07852 292255 


T 07909 121400 


@ Kick Boxing & Self Defence 
(seven to 18 years ONLY) 

Tuesdays 4—5pm, Saturdays 12—1pm 
T 07518 502920 


ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 


IT Hub: 12 networked PCs with 
fast wired internet connection, 
ceiling mounted projector and 
air conditioning. 


Jack Argent Room: Seating for 
up to 60 people. 


Sports Hall: Space for a wide 
range of activities. 


First Floor Meeting Room: 
For up to ten people. 


For more details contact 
Jayne on 01865 402070 


E Blackbird Leys Community Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road, Blackbird Leys, 0X4 6HW 


T: 01865 402070 


E: blackbirdleyscommunitycentre@gmail.com 


ABLE CENTRE 


Free courses in Maths and English 


Improve your skills and get a recognised qualification. 


Able Centre, Blackbird Leys Library. 
To book a time to come in call 01865728688 
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NEIGHBOURS 


Are you an Oxford City 
Council tenant or leaseholder? 


Are you passionate about 
gardening or keen to learn? APPLY NOW 


Telephone: 01865 252374 
Email: tenantinvolvement@oxford.gov.uk 
Web: www.oxford.gov.uk/getinvolved 
Twitter: @OCC_Involve 
Facebook: Oxford City 


R Tenant Involvement 
We have a pot of money available , 


to help your garden grow into an 
enjoyable space for you and your 
fellow tenants to share. 

We can provide you with the tools and 
storage (where feasible) and plants to 
help your gardening club flourish! There 
will need to be a dedicated group of you 
(including a Garden Club manager and 
deputy) who are willing to look after and 
nuture the garden going forward. 


OXFORD CITY COUNCIL TENANT INVOLVEMENT 


